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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned. 

A copy of each reference on PTO/SB/08 is attached. 

While the information and references disclosed in this Information Disclosure 
Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, it is not intended to constitute an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" 
for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 





Application No.: 09/933,300 Docket No.: 27600/M217A 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. It is submitted that the Information 
Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 1.98 and the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to consider the listed references. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees 
filed, asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper 
hereafter filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 13-2855, under 
Order No. 27600/M217A. A dupUcate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN & BORUN 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 
(312) 474-6300 
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Re^tration No . 44,7 1 5 



2 





Under the Paperwort^ Reducti 

Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
^ US Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Application Number 



Complete ifKnown^ 
09/933,300 



Fiiing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



August 20. 2001 



A. John Michaelis 



2876 
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27600/M217A 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 
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Applicant of Cited Document 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 
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'v^plX^aTsrTeTp^s^ibTe^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



Examiner 
Initials 



Cite 
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^ publisher, city and/or count ry where published. . 
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